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AL G. KELLY & MILLER BROS. 
1959 CIRCUS OF THE YEAR 


For the 1959. season the CHS he EDITORIAL 
lected the Kelly-Miller circus as the st 
doing the most to improve its overal 
operation and bring a greater number of 
traditional circu teature t the Ameri 


can public issue and in recent issues, we are getting fellow members 


As you can see from the list of new members in this 


, The Kelly Miller 1 1 ISON from all parts of the country. | can tell you that some of 
NOuse its anima 
5g opposed: to. the ‘ these people are young and some are not as young as they 
past. The show will a once were. The younger ones particularly are “hungry” for 


tional new canvas and t 


of people on the show thi 5 b circus lore. In some parts of the country they see only one 
about double the past years. Many new circus a year, and their contacts with other members are 


features are planned perform 


r 
or this year scarce, Their interest in the Circus is just as deep as those 


SS eee) 


f 
al 


ance which will be er 
The CHS citation was announced ir of us who are in continuous contact with other historians 


ip seus ain a Eee hy ri and with circus personnel. During your travels this summer, 

CHS honor in their advertisement ir be sure and look them up, and you'd be surprised how easy 

en el ct SEA ig Bea it is to talk the same language even if you have not met 

record the 1959 se in of the elly them before 

Miller Circus. The chs eat i ’ Be sure and read carefully the proposed Constitution 

ani Fo Bae ; and By-Laws found in this issue of the Bandwagon. This is 
your organization and now is the time to register your op 


position, if any, not after it has been formally adopted. We 


THE 1959 CHS CONVENTION 


In rder that a greater number 


want to make this a live and growing organization, and now 


member can ttend the invention we 1s the time to do it 


the dates prior t é AGNES W. KING, Editor 


exact location selection 


are announcir 


The first weekend « August—S. OOOO | 
day, August 8 and Sunday, Augu: 
1959, is the time 
and set your vacation: route f thi 

It is most important t c Contacts have 


SO NaRv Ls cane tion Wie Soa aaheteyedencls 3 HELP US SAVE 


until routes are available we } Y¢ ident visited Madi 
lect the city, however, it is planr n recently and discussed conven Send in Your Dues Now 
hold the meeting in the gener 1 of 1 plans with members Art Ahren: 
lower Wisconsin. The exact loca 1 meyer, Chappie Fox, Hallie Olstadt, Di 
be announced in the next B jon rector Sverre Braathen and Barat Mu 
seum d John Winn. Chicago mem $4.00 Pays Till May 1, 1960 
bers Tom Parkinson, Tom Carr n 
Burt Wilson were also contacted 
trip 


An important part 
program will be a b to Barat 
for a visit to the Circus World Museum 
which will be open at that time. (At thi 
time the Hotel in Barab C y Further cooperation between the CHS 
order of the Board of Health and the Circus W rk cll oie CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ng with the Wiscon ate 
It is hoped that the convention can be foriaalSoctaiys A Humbe OF critetand P.O. Box 235 


Make checks payable to 


held in connection with the show selected 9 Harry Atwell photographs were s¢ 
by the CHS as Circus of the Year, Kelly ected at that time and they will appear 


Miller, however, we will not | the in coming issue f the Bandwagon 


Richmond, Indiana 
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Notes on 


THE BARNUM & BAILEY SHOW 


By Richard E. Conover 
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The European Show Train 
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Except f 
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ions and both 
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rail m 
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European 
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car lower 
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height in the 
the elephant 


nal tunnel 
track te 
decked 


rder tc 


build 
pony 


provide 


middle 
ind 
ars with rounded roofs in 
tanding room 
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37-inch European 
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practice. The show traveled in 
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usual 
enterline 
inches above the 
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than 
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iropean 
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thi special coupling 
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show 
inch 


dl ow 
ero 


ffset 
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European coupling 
nsist of 


pad 


not autc 

pring-loaded, circu 
projecting from the 
and a separate link 
comprising two hooks and a turnbuckle 
To couple, a hook is attached to each 
car and the link is drawn up by the turn 
buckle until the bumper pad spring 
While 
ible 

riding 
European 


are 
and cx 

lar bumper 
corner of the 


are 
this is a 
that the 
that is ex 


in compression 
Ww proce it is p 
moother 
the 


decidedly 
perienced on railroads is 
to the minimizing of roll by 
action of the bumper pad: 
were equipped with Westing 
house air brakes The train was 
tructed in England by Messr 
& Company of Stoke-on-Trent 
consultant was hired from the 
mith Company of Dayton 
ist in the engineering 
Each car rdless of 
feet feet, 2 
This narrow width made 
n the flat car 
the horses at 


largely du 
the snubbing 

All car 
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but a 
Barney & 
Ohio, to 


was 53 

wide 
poling difficult 
and necessitated loading 
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part of the century 
eems to have changed, 
width of a 
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type 


long and inche 
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together, there were 67 cars, consisting of 35 flat 
18 stocks, 1 double-decked pony car, 3 elephant cars 
8 sleepers (including Mr. Bailey’s private car), 1 bag 
gage car, and 1! advance car 


Each section was made up as follows 


Section | 


3 Elephant Cars with special coupling 
1 Led Stock (special coupling 

This was the menagerie section. It was 
and always unloaded last the lot lice w 
minimum of free show. Three flats were cut 
section when the show discontinued parading ofter 
1900 season. The parade equipment, including 
tableaus, three bandwagons, and the Bell Wagon 
stored in Vienna for over a year 


Section II 


1 Stock (special coupling Flat 
stock 1 Pony Car (special coupling 

The pony car was equipped with a compartment 
for about ten men. It was demolished in the wreck a 
Beuthen, Germany, on July 6, 1901, when three men 
were killed (see photograph 


Section III 


1 Stock ecial coupling); 3 Sleepers (workmen 
6 Flats; 6 Stocks; 1 Stock (special coupling 
Sometime between the tour in England and the 
tour in France, one flat was moved to this section from 
the fourth section 
Section IV 


1 Camel Car (special coupling); 5 Sleepers (perform 
ers, workmen, and private car); 10 Flats; 1 Baggage 
(special coupling 

In addition, each section carried two braking cars 
one immediately behind the engine, and the other on 
the rear of the train. These cars resembled the conven 
tional American railway caboose. In the Beuthen wreck 
picture one of these is immediately behind the second 
engine. The two engines in the picture pulled the third 

ction which failed to heed a block signal and thu 
caused the disaster. All damaged cars were replaced 
at the expense of the German Railway 

The special construction of this show train probably 
answers the often-asked question: ““What happened t 
it after the Buffalo Bill Show was returned to the State: Eicrnanr Can 
in 1906?” it was very likely scrapped as it would be 
worthless for any normal operation on the European 
railroads. 


Part Il 


STOCK MANIPULATION AND 
THE SALE TO THE RINGLING BROTHERS 


The sources of information for this part are tw 
letters written by Otto Ringling, m« available to me 
by Sverre O. Braathen, and an additional document 
from the McCaddon Collection at Princeton University 
which | had previously missed. The latter clears up 
most of the circumstances attendant to the function 
of A. A. Stewart in the sale of the show. These tw 
letters were written from Bridgeport in 1907 shortly 
after the Ringlings took of the Barnum & 
Bailey Show and are addressed s brothers in Barat 


Background 


On April 11, 1906, James A. Bailey died in New 
York. The following May 21, his widow Ruth L, Bailey 
W. W. Cole, Joseph T. McCaddon (Mrs, Bailey’s brother 


The drawings are 
printed in French 


Page 4 The BANDWAGON 





agent for 
Company 
pecial agent 
Estate Trust 
d the liqui 


how pr 


and Albert A. Stewart (a sales 
the Strobridge Lithographing 
friend, and, on occ 
for Bailey) formed the Bailey 
to administer the 
dation of Mr. Bailey’s variou 
perties. At that time the foll 


tions ted 


1) The property 
title right # the E 
were owned by 


British 


sion 
peration 


wing situa 


and the European 
rnum & Bailey Show 


Bailey, Ltd 
stock company. H 


Barnum & 


wever, the 


the use 
Barnum & Bailey title in America 
When the 

retained the 
them for a 
after the show returned to the 
1903.) At the 
Bailey and his 
than fifty per 
British c 
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and 
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right 
percentage of the 
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American title 
leased 
profits 
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held 
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and the 


bought the 
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Ringling Brother 
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3) The Buff Bill 
ted by the 
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Ringling 
interest in this pr 
1906 


perty 


firm 

the equipment was leased 
mpany 

after the 

tate Trust 


rmation f 
negotiation 
were begun to sell the Barnum & Bailey 
Show Barn & 
terest in the Buffalo Bill Show to the 


Ringlings. From c 


and Bailey Ltd in 


rrelative cument 


it appears that an agreement wa 


ed in July, 1907; but I, persor 
actual contract 
that 


not have 


not seen the 
transaction. It i 
Caddon C 


but, if 


urprising 
llection doe 
when one 
certain that the sale price will 
be $500,000 140,000 
being paid down and the remainder due 
at the end of the season after the 
was delivered tc 
There 


one being the asset 


and ever turns up, it 
is almost 


be found t with 


igeport 


were tw 


and the second being the American title 
The corporation assets wer é 
formally sold to Mr. Stewart on July 
1907, for $400,000—$40,000 


rights 


down 


Special Linkage for Coupling European Cars 


March-April, 


Wreck at Beuthen, Germany on July 6, 
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Bridgeport 
that the 


about, as 
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stockholder 
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necessary to keep this a 
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control of the corporation 
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were ever 
Ringlings 
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public 


secret because the 


have absol 


and this bit of news would have 


price of the stock soaring 


In the interim between July 27 and 


October 23, when the stockholders’ meet 


ing was called to legalize the proceed 
ings, Stewart went to England and quietly 
bought up enough shares to enable the 


estate t jain control, Since the show 
money and none of 
had 
able to do this for 
October 


informed of 


was not making any 


the pending transactions been an 
nounced, he was 
$34,000. Then at the 
those 


the Stewart 


meeting 


who attended were 
and were advised to 
This, of c 


because approval 
stock 


deal 
approve the sale urse, wa 


a mere formality was 


automatic with the control of the 
With the c 


property of the Bailey 


rporation’s assets now the 
Estate Trust 
American title 


and 


with the rights already 


owned by it, the sale to the Ringlings 


could then be made in one package 


From an entry which Stewart made on a 
that 


trust 


sheet summarized the re 
ceipt f the Title Sale 
$100,000,” | arrived at the total 
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For this 
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marked 
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the financial 
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alone to be worth the 
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difficulties in the Bailey 
could have 
haif had 
stalled for a few m 


even sc 


undoubtedly 
that sum if they 
nths. As it was, they 
encountered some difficulty in bc 


the $360,000 


how was 


rrowing 
was due when the 
Bridgeport, be 
cause the week that transpired happened 
to coincide with the 


of 1907 


It was 


which 
delivered to 
short-lived financial 
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Fore 
road to get 
take out 


necessary to take the 
Show off the 
enough equipment to 
& Bailey in 1908 
of the num 
cookhouse 
that 
heavy to 


paugh-Sell. 
Barnum 
An appreciable portion 
safe, the 


cars were u 


facilities were unsanitary, the 
1903 were toc 


menagerie 


eats were new in 


handle, the was 


way short on cage animals, and the best 
cages did not compare with the 
Forepaugh-Sells Show 


good wagons 


poorest 
The 
that the Barnum Show had 


on the only 
were the lightplants and the thirteen floats 
1903. The 
tically no load, and the Ringlings would 
not think of all of flash 
up a parade and even seriously consider 
ed abandoning the 
Bandwagon because of its 
first letter 


would 


built in latter carried prac 


using these to 


Twin-Hemisphere 
In Otto's 
it appeared doubtful if 
even try to parade, but by 
they had 
to put on the parad 
Both 
Forepau 


size 
they 
two 
weeks later definitely decided 
letter 
h-Sell 
cussed, chiefly 
Barnum & 


were written before the 
Show closed and dis 
the poor condition of the 
and what 
would be Forepaugh 
Sells equipment. In general, it 
that about three-fourth 
to Bridgeport, with the 
ly baggage stock 
to replenish the 
the only 


sailey equipment 


needed from the 
appears 
of it was shipped 
remainder 
being sent to Baraboc 
About 


surplus were some ele 


(most 
Ringling Show 
saleable 


phants and over-age work hor 





raised water mel 


Milliken Bros. Modern Circus ire Soo 


By Homer C. Walton 


Side Show Truck and Ticket Office, Milliken Bros. Circus 1934 


The following is the tory of Jesse 
A. “Slim’’ Milliken and Milliken Bros. 
Modern Circus. This was a truck circus 
that toured the Eastern part f the 
country for a short season in 1934 

During the winter of 1933-34, Je 
Milliken framed a small truck show 
go on the road in the spring of 1934 
under the title of Milliken Br Modern 
Circus & Trained Animal Show Combined 
Milliken had for several years been in 
outdoor show busine tc 


circus was his greatest ambiti 


W 


long time dream. Winter quart 


at the Fairgrounds at Woodstock, Va 
Jesse Milliken was owner but his three 
brothers were on the show. Otto was a 
member of the band, Wilbur and E. W 
Milliken were the other brothers. The 
trailers 
having 


show moved on 10 trucks and 
and house car Advertised a: 
75 people, which is doubtful for s 
small a circus, they started out with 
ten piece be hey carried an elephant 
lion and The elephant ‘’Moxine 
was leased from W. C 
worked by Babern Miller, nephew of 
Richards. Milliken told me he carried 
a llama instead of a camel because he 
thought it would make a better attrac 
tion as there were fewer llamas with 
shows at that time. They 


Richards 


al carried 

about 8 performing ponie 2 ring 

horses. The show featured Ira Millette 

and Family and the Riding Waltons 

Millette had formerally be on the Big 

Show 

In the side show beside 

the elephant, ‘King Fighting Lion 

the llama was several performing 

atoos, what was supposed to be a twe 

headed baby in alcohol, girls and a gig 
One time a lady asked where the 
ad Family’ was, this was pictured 

on the ‘‘Bannerline”’ and was told, ‘they 

are out to lunch. 
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The Milliken Bros. 


Modern 


Circu 


opened at the fairgrounds at Woodstock 


Va., April 15, 1934. After several 
in Virginia including Warren 


Royal 19; Middleburg 
20; and Leesburg 21 
they were soon in New 
Jersey and played Penn 
Grove, May 2nd. Soor 
after opening day a long 
spell of cold rainy weath 
er set in and even with 
the help of ‘’Maxine’’ it 
was difficult to get th 
trucks on and off the 
soft New Jersey lots. A 
this was a new show 
starting out during the 
depression made it very 
hard on the gate receipts 
The show struggled along 
until the forth of Jul 
when it was forced t 
‘Slim’ Milliken 
life's ambition 
a successful circus 
wner, shattered. He 
finished the 1934 season 
with the circus side show 
at county fairs 
Jesse Milliken 
one other season 
circus on the road, 
was titled Milliken Br 
Circus Ken's Wild 
West Shows, this attempt 
also failed. In the year 
following he had Milliken 
Bros. Show's, a carnival 
He kept the carnival on 
the road until about 
1955, when he sold hi 
carnival. He had been 
in bad health for two or 
three years 
After selling his show 
he settled in Sparks, Geor 
gia, where he opened a 


ind. 


t 
18; Fror 


illiken Bros. Modern Circus) he was 
tricken with paralysis and died on Apirl 
4th at the age of 6 


LEONA MAY WIXOM 


m, wife of Clyde 
member, died Fet 
All who met Mrs 
remember h | 2 very 
one we shall not 
attended many of 
with her husband 
Michigan, and 
ide her husband 
ne son, Barnum 
Lawn Cemetery 

it 


CHS membe ruggs, will bs 
with th r this season. He 
would come visits from fellow mem 
bers when this show is in your vicinity 


9h Shields, CHS member of San 

California invites all of you te 

Mission San Diego de Alcala in 

Valley. This is a historical must 

visitors to California as this was the 

first Mission in California. There is a 

interesting Museum and Gift Shop 
nnection with the Mission 


Jessie A. “Slim’’ Milliken and dog Jack 
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Circus Wagon History File 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 
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considerable excitement ong 
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Woodcock had described 
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many 
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how in 


at 
teamer 
kindly 
photo 
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STEAM CALLIOPE, AL G. BARNES BIG 4 RING WILD ANIMAL CIRCUS, ABOUT 
(George Piercy collection 


April 


last 


know 


STEAM CALLIOPE, HOWES GREAT LONDON SHOW, ABOUT 


the 
b 


at my 
of 


thi 


team 


Circu 
date of 


the 
cal 


1916-20. 


(Photo by W. Hope Tilley) 


1909, 


liope. It is of course possible that it was 
show 1911 when the 
rails as a full 
show making daily 
that 1916 
painted yellow with 
gold leaf 1920 he 
ays it was painted red with silver carv 
ings, and 
tacked on 

Photo No. 3 show 
Al G. Barne 
evidently it 
earlier 


on the as early as 


Barnes show 
fledged 
stand: 

the 


carving 


went out on 
wild animal 
Bill Woodcock 


calliope 


says in 
wa 
done in In 
red 


outside of 


there 
the 


were tin sunbursts 
the wheels 
the calliope that 
used in 1924 and later, and 
was built to replace the 
Just when the new one 
use is not definitely known, 
know it must have been be 
1920 and 1924 seasons. 
don’t know the origin of 
this wagon, nor who built it, but my 
guess is that it was built at the Barnes 
quarters using fancy carvings of Neptune, 
Atlas, and other mythological characters, 
furnished by builder or 
woodworking shop, It is a fact that in 
the early 20’s Bode Wagon Works furn 
ished Barnes with s¢ carvings for 
wagons that had constructed by 
the show 1924 Allen played 
the calliope and it was pulled in parade 
by an elephant hitch. The final regular 
treet parade of the Al G, Barnes Circus 
held July 14, 1924 at Denver, Colo. 
though no parades were given the 
the 1924 and the 1925 sea 
calliope was carried for lot 


wagon 
put int 
we d 
the 
we 


wa 
but 
tween 

Likewise 


some wagon 


me 
been 


Dick 


In 


was 
Even 
balance of 
son, the 
concerts 
Walker 
photo. 
liope on the 
definitely 


Morris, who 


also has photo: 


furnished this 
showing the cal 
show 1925 so we know 
it was there that season. Some 
ay the calliope was carried by the show 
for thereafter and 


in 


several years on 
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through 1928, the final year Barnes had 
the show. CHS Hardy O‘’Neal says he 
aw the Barnes show in Shreveport, La 
in both 19 and 1928 and the calliope 
was there both year: ! e seen ni 
photographic proof of it being there ir 
1927 and 1928, and could find no refer 
ence to it being on the show in the Bill 
board files for those years, but I'll take 
Hardy’s word that it was there. N 
re n houldn’t have been there 
because the inventor 

ment when Mugivan, Bower 
lard purchased the show f 
1928 definitely list 
among the property 

We are reasonably 
carried in 1929, the one 
can Circus Corporatior 
how, nor v it carried 
1930 through 1938 sea 
ling interest wned the 

It is Jefinitely kr 
happened to the w 
studio construct riot ty 
that carried a steam calliope instrument 
for use in the movie ‘Chad Har 
After the filming, this chariot type ] 
liope was then stored at Jimmy Wood STEAM CALLIOPE PLAYED BY DICK ALLEN, AL G. BARNES CIRCUS PARADE, EAU CLAIRE, 
latin Vania, Call where cay WISCONSIN, JUNE 18, 1924, (Photo by Walker Morris. 
old Barne bandwagor and | 
were located. This chariot typ a1 t ich was not the ca ! r he nthe Robinson Circu 
was reported to have still been anice astrum: as from the Barr € r v not. It was there in 1921 an 
a few years ago, now owned by th nic 45 probably dismantled but the Howes Great London air 
Chamber of Commerce any 7 , ) e that the show used in 1921, and 
been of the erroneou pinion that thi i € € ulled a real goof wa Gollmar Br in 1922, came 
chariot wagon was a Barne riginal by saying the ex-Gentry a it hn Robins« how in 1923 


CIRCUS 
CLASSICS 


For DISCRIMINATING 
COLLECTORS ts = =e -- 


NEW LIST 
JUST OUT 


Sent Free on Request to 
Past and Present Patrons. 
Others 12¢ in Stamps. 


ROLAND 
BUTLER 


706 FOURTH ST., 
PALMETTO, FLORIDA 


The BANDWAGON 





sLAR BACK REVIEW 


A HISTORY OF THE CIRCUS 
IN AMERICA 
By George L. Chindahl 


279 pages. Caldwell, Idaho: The 
Printers, Ltd. $5.00 


Illustrated. 
Caxton 


Chindahl ne f the finest 
talked the 


vered world 


George 


towner gentlemen who ever 


take line of the canvas-c 
time he wa 


was circus-struck from the 


a knee-britches punk in Rockford, Illinois 


When he 
in Chicago in 
ing white top 


truck out for the big time 
98 this love of the billow 
with 


tuck him like the 


pick up in the weed 
Chindahl 


rey an as he 


burrs he t 
of circus lc Mr 
patent att 


became 
grew older 
penchant to dig into the 
thot 


he acquired 
torch-lighted past of 
dubbed 


prawl of 
entertainment circu 

A History of the Circus in America | 
the result of hi earct 
George 
print, but I’m sure he‘d 
hand that has beer 
his unfinished manuscript 
of left-behind note 


many years of re 
didn’t live ¢ e his work in 
Ipprove f the 
me book made of 
and multitude 


| especially like the color of it 
fluke’em 


cover 
that 


every 


which is that of orange 


poisonously lovely beverage of 
Midway. The 
of the 
Bailey Circus in 
The Greatest Show On 
light 

There are forty-four 
potted in three section Not 


end-papers, an aerial view 


Ringling Bre and Barnum & 
1936 when it really wa 


Earth, are a de 
full-page phot 
graphs 
circus, | 


being an expert on_ historic 


don’t know how many of those included 
are rarities, but | immensely enjoyed all 
of these 

With 


most of it 


grey backward glimpses. 
detail 
absorbing and much of it 


published, Mr. Chindahl 
circus in America 


crupulou: attention t¢ 
never before 


traces the early from 


its infant squirming rudimentary 


menagerie along the wagon rut f the 
Atlantic 
through its 


of English 


seaboard, along about 1716 
development with the arrival 
anish 


French and troupers 


1959 


March-April, 


By BILL BALLANTINE 


Labor of Love 


to its the Combined Circu 
and Menagerie of the years between 
1820 and the beginning of the Civil War 
Those 
the circus 


maturation as 


martial day rough ones for 
recounted in 


dispatches 


are briefly some 
excellent eye-witness 

A lengthy section devoted to the rise 
f the r 


of the 


ilroad circus includes an account 
first transcontinental 


with details of 


tour of a 
circu’ a harrowing fc 
verland trek of 
Cheyenne t 


rain and the 


day, high-altitude 
phant 
Denver through bitter cold 


mud ooze of corduroy roads 


and horses from 


There are brief, often 
files of all the 
th steel-rail days from 
O'Brien to the most re 
Anthony McGinni 

There is a ) description by a 
high-sch 


revealing, pr 

mastodonic mammoths of 
that notoriou 
rascal ‘’Pogey 
pectable James 


I f his trouping experi 
ences on 


in of 


a family circus during the sea 

1882 

large section of Mr 

explores the Golden 
another goe 


Chindaohl’s fine 
Age of the 
into the 


book 
Circu 


the railroad 


decline of 
circus and the rise of the 
motorized both 


The 
titled Commentary. !t 


well documented. 
the book is € 
include: 


final section of 


personal 
features of 


views m various Cc ical 


the tanbark uch as clowning the 


trained wild animal act, the menager 


concert and side-show, as well as some 


aspects of labor relations, financial re 
turns of the and public attitude 
Several pages are given over 
to Advertising and a description of the 
beginning of a 


circus 
towards it 
bill-poster’s day is very 
amusing 

M Chindahl’s classified list of the 
type f circus acts likely 
complete 


variou' is very 


the most ever gathered 

A feature very valuable to circu 
historians is a listing of well over one 
thousand American circuses and Menag 
eries from circa 1771 through 1956. | 
feel that the compilation would be his 
torically more interesting if arranged 
chronologically rather than alphabetical 
ly, but this is a minor quibble 

There is a good-sized Bibliography 
for those who wish to go deeper into the 


which Mr 
in his book 


ubject Chindahl! has included 
An index would 
deal to the 
work 
Mr. Chindahl's style is 
pletely 
curences are 


have added a great 


value ¢ reference 


almost com 
without humor and dramatic oc 
minimized. | yearned for 
such historic 
Gulf storm 
Rogers’ ‘Float 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 
1918; the Ringling strike 
Texas blow-down on the 
1945 which laid low the 
and Ed Kelly 


variou' 


more exciting treatment of 
circus catastrophies as the 
that struck Spalding & 
ing Palace The 
train wreck of 
of 1938; the 
ame show in 
late Fred Bradna 
| feel that the demises of cir 
spotted through 
better 
place 


cus importants 
ut the text 
gathered in one 
the t 


that are 


might have been 


perhaps under 


anner of “‘Final Curtain 
However, these are 
for Mr. Chindah! has 


historian an 


minor criticisms 
given every circus 
of mate. 


years to come, 


invaluable 
that in the 
I'll personally be 
dog-eared. 
Already, I've 
from it. I'd always 
Sautelle proper first 
mund. It not; Sig 
Where else could | 
Al G. Barne 
George Barnes 
Leitzel wa 
Ladie by 


kan. 


source 
rial. I'm sure 


thumbing my copy 
learned so many things 
thought that Sig 
name was Seig 
stands for Signor. 
have learned that 
full monicker was Alpheus 
Stonehouse, or that Lillian 
once one of the four Leamy 
name: Leopoldine Alice Peli 


And where could anyone find a better, 
more complete account of the baggage 
tock days B.C. (before Caterpillar)? Or 
a better proof of the decline of wild 
animals in the circus than that con 

ned in Mr. Chindahl’s listing of the 
ccupants of the Ringling Bros. Menag 

1937. Then there were twenty 
ne cage containing seventy-four ani 
mals. There were also thirty-two Asiatic 
elephants and two pygmy African bulls; 
thirteen camels and dromedaries; ten 
zebras; five pongurs; two tanks of sea 
lions and one rang-utan 

Thank you, Sir George 


erie in 


Chindahl 
Big Lot. May 


awdust and may your halc 
of golden spangles 


wherever you are on the 
you walk on 


be made 
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Letterhead of the Red Lion Circus 1920 


THE RED LION CIRCUS 


By Joseph T. Bradbury ARTHUR 
Okay, you letterhead collectors, here BROS. 


is one you don’t see every day. In fact 


ll bet few CHS members can even place LOADING 
the Red Lion Circus. | know | had never 
call on ORDER 


heard of such a show and had te 


Bill Woodcock to brief me on it. Here is SEASON 


what he says 
In 1919 Sig Sautelle and Barney Dem 
orest had out a 2 car circus that toured 
in the East but the show didn’t last long 
When it folded Sig Sautelle took the Catercilian taecior aa cer. 
sleeping car which he later sold to the Big Top poles 


Mighty Doris Carnival, Demorest retained Mack Truck 
Mack Truck 


sale the canvas, seats, lights etce., and Cage Goat 
Cookhouse Baggage 


eH A an erat ten al Cage - 2 Lions, 1 Leopard 

WO NOLOGTENOC! BIG) CBEST Ae nor Red Ticket Wagon (Formerly on Sells-Floto 
erty as a mud show. Emswiler organized Bide Planes onadvlanie 

the Red Lion Circus at Red Lion, Pa Chairs 

Reserved Seat Planks, Stringers, Jacks 
Stringers on Side, Wagon 


sized wagon circus. The show wasn’t on rai Cages Monkeys 
the road very long and after it folded other Goose Tab, Trunks 


the baggage car. Sautelle advertised for 


during the winter of 1919-20 and the 
show went out in 1920 as a medium 


Concessions 

the equipment was advertised for sale Props 

in the Billboard Red Riding Hood Tab, Marquee and Equipment 
In the photo of the letterhead you Band Equipment, Props 

Big Top and Menagerie Canvas 

Cage - Black Bear 

Side Show 


letterheads than this one. For those in White Ticket Wagon, Tigers painted on side 
x Light Plant 


terested in the color scheme of it, the 





can note it is a pretty fancy sheet for 
a wagon show, although some of the 
old mud shows had even some better 


Tractor, rubber tires 

title of the show of course is in white Flot Truck, Concessions 

with the scroll surrounding the title in Automobile 

red. Also the bottom and side scrolls are Flat No. 24 was 36 foot flat 
in red. The rolled up scroll surrounding Stock 7 5 Elephants and Horses 

the portrait of S. H. Emswiler is in pink Stock 2 Camels and Horses 

Of course the portrait is black and Pullman 

white. The background around the Pullman Wagons _ were Hagenbeck-Wallace, leased from 


‘ ‘ Pullman Goebel 1000 Oaks, California 
puma’s head and the clown’s head is a P 
‘ullman 1 car in advance, making a 14 car show 


light blue, with the spots on the clown’s 
costume, face, and head is red 
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Winter Circuses In Great Britain 


By Jack Niblett 


There are none of the fine ‘Shrine 
circuses to be seen during the winter 
months in Great Britain, but several of 
our larger cities stage indoor circuses of 
a high standard Christmas 
time. 


roundabout 


Pride of place must go to the Bertram 
Mills’ Circus which puts up its ‘big top’ 
inside Olympia, London each year for 
about six weeks. This is one of the 
world’s finest circuses and is a part of 
the London Christmas Season, invariably 
attended by members of the Royal 
Family and the Notabilities of the land 
The Circus Directors present a lavish 
luncheon to a large body of distinguished 
guests to launch the circus season, each 
year. During the last thirty years or so, 
the Bertram Mills Circus has featured 
most of the world’s most celebrated 
artists and this years programme is no 
exception to the rule. The programme 
which | saw, just before Christmas 
1958 included the Guido Aratas (Tight 
wire); The Berosinis (Foot Jugglers); The 
Aerial Chapmans (Aerial Thrills); The 
Five Elwardos (Acrobatic Whirlwinds) 
Francesco and Anna (Pole Perchists) 
Knie’s Jungle Phantasy (Wild Animal 
Act); The Three Riegels (Comedy Glad 
iators); and Sir Roberts 
Fossett’s Elephants; Pauline, Albert and 
Max Schumann, with Douglas Kossmayer 
High School, Liberty Horses 
Ponies; The Rudolph Steys (High 
wire); The Ascotts and Clarinda (Riding 
Acts Ferry Forst (Illusionist); Knie’s 
Sea Lions; The Rigettis (Ladder Bal 
ancers); Wini and Carmen (Trapeze) and 
clowns Coco, Percy Huxter, Jimmy Scott, 
Little Billy, Nikki, Kiki and Antonio, The 
circu’ draped 
represent the interior of a 
outside is built up a large 
rather like an American 
County Fair, but all under 

Until this year London had another 
fine circus produced by Tom Arnold, a 
theatrical impressario, at Harringay Are 
na. Unfortunately this building has been 
recently sold for a grocery warehouse 
and consequently Tom Arnold's Circus 
has no home this year. It is to be hoped 
that a suitable building will be found 
for this circus by next Christmas for it 
would be a thousand pities if Arnold's 
brilliant productions became no more. 
Produced in a more flamboyant style 
than Mills, Tom Arnold’s Circuses re 
minded me of the Ringling shows in 
Madison Square Garden, and even fea 
tured three rings on occasions, a most 
rare feature for an English circus. 


Ivor Rosaire 


presenting 
and 


with bunting to 

tent, and 
“Fun Fair,’ 
Carnival or 


cover. 


arena is 


In recent years, Jack Hylton, another 
theatre producer has put on circuses at 
Earls Court, London, for two seasons, 
but this building is rather too close to 
Olympia for comfort and his circuses, 
though programmes were good were not 


conspicuous successes. Before the war, 
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London had a wonderful low-priced Cir 
cus and ‘World's Fair’ each Christmas 
at the Royal Agricultural Hall, but dur: 
ing hostilities this building fell into the 
hands of the General Post Office and has 
never left them since. 

The Winter Circus with the longest 
run is Manchester Belle Vue, a show 
produced in a permanent circus building 
in an Amusement Park. Noted for its 
fine international programmes, this year 
Belle Vue has, for a change, many acts 
from British circuses which should en- 
sure plenty of customers for its two 
months run. A notable and seemingly 
permanent feature of Belle Vue is the 
Ringmaster, George Lockhart who has 
been carrying out that office for thirty 
years, or the same number of years as 
the circus itself, This years programme 
has Capt. Sydney Howes with lions; 
Jacko Fossett with boxing kangaroo; 
(both acts from Roberts Bros, Circus) 
Baby Elephants; Group of Palominos, 
Zebras, Ponies; Liberty Horses; (all from 
Bertram Mills’ Circus and presented by 
Joan Kruse, Kurt Dubrow and Nadia 
Houcke); Borra (Pickpocket); Five Castors 
(Risley Act); Dior Sisters (Rolling Globes); 
Donatha’s Bears; Six Erminos (Juggling); 
Famous Folcos (Trampoline); Six Poulos 
(Continental Clowns); Two  Esperantos 
(Perch); Rix and Rix (Knock-about acro- 
batics); and clowns Whimsical Walker, 
Hampe, Ross Adams, Mickey Chapman 
and Noe-Noe 

Glasgow runs a very successful Winter 
Circus and Carnival, and this being pro: 
moted by the Glasgow City Corporation 
becomes Britain’s nearest approach to a 
“State Circus!’’ | am told that the origi 
nal idea was to provide the poorer citi 
zens of Glasgow with a cheap and whole 
some form of entertainment for the bleak 
Scottish winter evenings. True or not 
the fare provided is invariably of the 
richest as this years programme will 
prove. The Enders Brothers (Bare-back 
riders); Arno and Rita Van Bolen (Illu 
sionists); Allan Kemble & Christine (Uni 
cyclists); Mari and Jean Lemoine (Cow 
boy Act); The Lorandos (Comedy wire); 
The Five Orlandos (Tumblers); The Two 
Tacomas (Perch Act); Schaller Bros. 
(Trampoline); Soeder & Gladys (Trapeze 
and Rings); Frankie Fossett & Co. 
(Clowns); Billy Smart’s Elephants and 
Horses presented by Rudi Jurkschat; Ivan 
Bratuchin and his Cossack Riders; 
Schnacks Chimpanzees are all included 
in the bill which is completed by a Wild 
West Spectacle. Outside of the Circus. 
a free attraction is provided in the 
covered-in Carnival by Alex Kerr and 
his tigers, from Bertram Mills Circus. 
Roi Delbosq, a well known Ringmaster 
is usually to be found officiating at this 
Circus. 

Also in Scotland, Edinburgh likewise 
stages a Winter Circus and Carnival each 


year at the Waverley 
good programmes, 
not been too 


Market. Despite 
these circuses have 
successful in past years 
and sometimes a vaudeville show has 
been presented instead. However, this 
year the circus is being presented by the 
famous ‘Lord’’ George Sanger Circus 
and | understand that it has been reason- 
ably successful. The performers include 
Pat Freeman and Muriel (Indian Riders); 
Miss Lilian (Contortionist); Anton and 
Manet (Twin trapeze act); ‘Old Regnas’’ 
(Donkey and Dog act); Trio Jensen (Bal- 
ancing and Acrobatic Routine); Albert 
Kean and Babs Zola (Clowns); Horses 
and Ponies, Llama and Pony acts from 
the Sanger Circus, presented by Claude 
Yelding and Pat Freeman, and a riding 
act from the parent circus 

Nearer to my home is Birmingham, 
the second largest of Britain's cities, and 
a place with a chequered career concern- 
ing winter circuses. Many famous British 
circuses have staged shows there, in the 
the past, successful and otherwise, Stan- 
ley V. Parkin, not a true circus pro 
prietor, put on a series of excellent shows 
during the post-war years with varying 
success. Once in the 1930's the Great 
Carmo Circus built up its tents for a 
winter season with disastrous results. 
This fine show was first wrecked by fire, 
then by a snow storm, two decisive blows 
from which the circus never recovered 
Billy Smart had a magnificent circus in 
the Bingley Hall (the only suitable hall 
in Birmingham) a few years back, which 
did not get the patronage it deserved. 
The truth is that Bingley Hall is a cold 
unattractive building which does not 
encourage the customers. However, the 
famous English circus family Chipperfield 
put on a big “animal’’ circus in the 
Christmas season of 1957-58 which 
favored by mild weather, low prices (and 
of course a good programme) was a big 
success. This has encouraged the Chip 
perfield’s to have another go this winter, 
and as this one is proving quite success- 
ful, | can visualize “Chipp’s’’ occupying 
Bingley Hall for many Christmases to 
come. 

Chipperfield’s bill includes many of 
their “house’’ acts and quite a number 
of Chipperfields, such as Richard, John 
Richard Jr., and Ann, with elephants, 
horses, dogs and ponies, Camels, llamas, 
giraffes, hippopotamus and chimpanzees 
Lions are presented by Roger DeBille and 
John Chipperfield, and circus clowns are 
Little Hubert, Fiery Jack, Bill Smee, and 
Grimble. The ‘‘house’’ riding act is made 
up from the Chipperfield, Sandow and 
Paulo families and more Paulos may be 
seen in the comedy wire act and aerial 
presentations. The Brothers Biasini (Cycl- 
ists), The Sylvanis (Knock-about acro 
bats), Chako (Human ‘Ape’) all con 
tribute to a good family type of circus, 
and as an extra draw, Chipperfield’s 
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have engaged Fred Emney 

stage and television per 

as a guest ringmaster. 
Belfast, in Northerr 

novel circus staged 

veteran former 

versity, Dr 

stage of the 

of age thi 


id bill int 


also 
circu 
Darly 
Scott 
Gilberty 


iats and Whig 


figure n the worlc 
musi A resident 
and < 
thirty 
Dean 
poser 

Mr. King bega musi 
1910 when he joined a cir 
1914, he ame direct 
Floto musician 


umed the Ime 


num and Ba 
More 

tion hav beer 

twenty of them 

Bailey 


Unsur 
tner ug cesses 
thrills of the 


Celebrated 


O’Brier 


circus until the 


f Wac 


will be financial and artistic suc 
and enable the fans to enjoy the 


tenting 


ason comes around again 


4s expert Esse Forrester 
Texas, whose chil 


jren’s books have long ranked foremost 


in their field, has 


THE NAYLOR 


signed a contract with 


COMPANY of San An 


tonio for publication of her latest book 
The Circus - from Cinders to Sawdust. 


Thi 


compendious history of the circus 


{ 


hly illustrated with over a hundred 
ice photographs, is slated for release 


the Spring 


Band Master and Composer 


asters A 


ciation and a Past President 


the American Band Masters Associa 


tion 


For many year 


music publishing busines 


His wife, Ruth 


hop next door 


The photograph was 
Buffalo Bill Circus in 1914 


el Is-Floto 
it which time 


above 


he has operated a 
in Fort Dodge 
is proprietor of a music 


taken on the 


there were 22 men in 


information came to us 
William Temple of De 


Moine 


ank Pouska of Garfield Height 
The photograph was furnished by 


Pouska 


Sells-Floto Band, 1914 — KARL L. KING, Bandleader 
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Ringling and Sells-Floto Battles 


It was a battle royal 
seasons between Ringling 
and the Sells-Floto 

Commencing with 
several seasons the 
owned Sells-Floto 
the larger Ringling 
& Bailey circus. 

The Denver show went all out as 
showed from town to town, state t 
across the nation. It was advertised as a 
show “‘not in the circus trust high 
class circus program anyone 
The enemies their 
with admission ind 50¢ 
cities had both sh playing it 
out day and date. They even paraded on 
the same streets at the usual time. In 
some cases the Tammen and Bonfils 
lawyers persuaded cities to change the 
tax ordinance, making it prohibitive for 
the Ringling owned shows 

Memories of tho: battles were 
brought to mind recently on a visit to 
Denver. | read in the Denver Rocky 
Mountain News of July 16, 1909 the 
following ‘John M. Kelley, general 
counsel for the Ringling Brothers circus 
comes to Denver to proceed against the 
blackmailing gang It went on to tell 
how Kelley on arrival sought information 
from Tammen, himself, for exerting pres 
sure on Mayor Speer and the police 
board for refusing the Ringlings a li- 
cense. “Tammen declaring with his 
customary self surance ‘We own a 
circus and we don’t want any other cir 
cus coming to town. The mayor does 
what we tell him to do’ the story went on 

“The local billposting company will 
not post any paper when the No. 2 car 
comes to town next Monday 

This John Kelley is 
for a third of a century, counsel to the 
Ringlings as well as their trial attorney 
He is president of the new Circus World 
Museum at Baraboo. He was for several 
years in the thick of this circus war. 

Recently he told me that this war 
really began at Kansas City, where Tam 
men and Bonfils owned the Kansas City 
Post and the city administration as well 
They influenced enactment of an ordin- 
ance where the Sells-Flotc 
pay $300 a day; Ringlings $5,000 
“Before the council | fought it out with 
Bonfils. | might as well have remained 
at home, they had the sewed up 
We showed outside the city 

“The papers said, ‘Circus hurls de 
fiance - John M. Kelley, counsel to Ring 
lings now in charge of situation 

“| filed a petition in federal court. | 
filed my affidavit to show conspiracy 
between Tammen and Mayor Speer 
How in New Orleans Tammen had told 
me how he and Bonfils had tried to force 
the Ringlings to buy his show, which 
Tammen said had him $500,000 
That he had a housefull of money in 
Denver, and if the Ringlings did not 
leave him alone, he would take his 44 
and shoot his way through 


during several 


wned shows 
circus 

1909 and 
Tammen & 
swung deadly bl 


Brothers or Bo 


were t s t 
guns 
Some 


the man who was 


show would 


town 


cost 
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By Bob Taber 


In the press he charged the Ringlings 
of having a band of gunmen, burglars. 
pickpockets and plug-uglies 

“The court denied our 
lack of jurisdiction 

showed 


petition for 


utside the city 
performances 
Tammen then carried the 
having influenced a 
performance basis, graduated on 
number of cars. There we beat him t 
a frazzle. | advised cutting the ‘twice 
daily’ to a one-performance show, It wa: 
the first and only time in circus history 
Captain Bill McDonald made his arrests 
on the spot. | went into court and tried 
while the evening show was 
going on, We never lost a case 
It didn’t end there. The next spring 
Tammen began using lithographs of the 
original Sells Bros. | took photos of those 
lithos and sued him in Federal court in 
his home town. He lost the right to use 
the trade-name, features of the Ringling 
owned Adam Forepaugh and Sells Bros 
Enormous Shows United or any part of it 
“‘Tammen told me later that the battle 
him $260,000. He nothing 
“One thing few know is that in April 
1910, | received a letter from the editor 
of the Billboard in which it was said that 
it appeared the Sells-Floto has taken a 
copy of the Kansas City ordinance fram 
ed against the Ringlings; made copies of 
it and sent these for adoption to the 
mayors of about 5,000 towns and cities 
throughout the United States. That was 
the car-basis license that leveled a li 
* $5,000 against the Ringlings. 


limits 
packed 

battle t 
license on 


the issues 


won 


cense 


“There was no grand 
this high license. 

“After the battle clouds cleared away 
Tammen became very friendly with me. 
On several occasions later | represented, 
at Washington, all circuses. My appear 
ance before the Senate committee con- 
cerned high taxes and other restrictions 

The following interesting letter from 
Tammen, dated June 1, 1917 is in the 
possession of Mr. Kelley 

“Dear Mr. Kelley: If you were in my 
employ | would, without reservation, suf- 
focate you with congratulations for the 
tremendous, splendid and successful ar- 
gument made to the Senate committee in 
behalf of all circuses. | know you sized 
up the matter from every angle. The 
course you took | endorse 

| hope you are well and happy. With 
love and good cheer, H. H. Tammen.” 

Oscar Landmesser, an old time circus 
employee, now retired and living in Po- 
mona, California, remembers the inci 
dent at Winnipeg, Canada, Monday, 
July 28, 1913 

He tells 


rush to adopt 


how both shows arrived in 
town Sunday. It was a long hard haul to 
the lot both 

Sells-Floto management hired extra 
local horses to pull the big wagons to 
the grounds. This left the Floto horses 
in good shape for the big parade next 
day 

Both shows were on the 
about the same time with their horses 
The Barnum & Bailey animals showed 
the effect of the hard pull the day 
before, he 


streets at 


says 











Bill Woodcock’s Circus Album 


replaced by a 
Henry's children 
Bum, Todd, Cliff 


remain active in 





This photo shows the band ready for parade on the Great J 
Show in about 1914. The elephant is Gyp, which died 
large male elephant named Toddles 
show 
Hap and Bertha Connors. 


E. Henry 
in 1915. Gyp was 
A number of J. E 


business today. They are Glen, 














The Great Floto Shows Parade, 1905 


Otto Floto, superintendant of parade 17 
driving ‘‘Pasha,"’ the $9,000 Arab: 
ian stallion 18 
Bugle Corps full 
Two mounted Knights; Advance 
horse guards. 

The Ben Hur herd of 
Arabians with the 
Chariot 
First big band Chariot; Signor Zierke 
bandmaster, soloist 
Queen Anne Tableau Cage with the 
largest Bengal Tigers in Captivity 
Carved Roman Open Lion Dens, con 
"Sultan’’ and his family 
Horses: Mrs 


riding 


hor in dres 


blooded 
Royal 


royal 
giant 


with sixteen 


tains 
Fancy Kentucky Saddle 
Carroll and Mrs, Rooney 
Grecian four-horse open cage 
The Hussar Quartet: Saddle 
from the Floto stock farm, 
Big Band Chariot 
Mountain mustangs 
Carlo Carson, famou 
driver 
Royal India Cage of 
varieties. 
Neptune Chariot with the Continen 
tal Drum Corps. 
Mexican 


horse 
Denver 
eight Rocky 
driven by 


California 


Monkeys 


Foreign exhibit; 
etc 
Tableau 
with 
pings 
Miniature Happy Family van 

by four Camels 


Vaqueros 


horse 
trap 


Band Car; eight 
outriders and costly 


drawn 


drawn by the 
harnessed 


Tableau car 
Bull ever 

Menagerie cage, eight 
driven by Master Tony 
jockey te King 


Oriental 
only Brahma 

Children 
ponie 
Ros formerly 
Edward 

Italian veranda cage of Llama 
the Forbidden Land 

The Royal Zebu carts. 

Oriental Band; shetland team. 

Eight of the Sultan’s favorites 
Camel trip across the desert 

Herd of Asiatic trained Camels; the 
largest ever captured. 

Children Annex; Australian 
mock Den of Kangaroos. 

Floto Shetland 


from 


India 


ham 
eight 
ponies from Farm 
Denver. 
Queen of the 
solid copper 
bay India, 
Mary the 
America 
“'Trilby trick clown 
Open Leopard Cage, mounted on the 
educated elephant ‘Frieda and 
the great Floto herd of performing 


Parade, in embossed 
Howdah from Bom 
introducing ‘‘Mama 
largest elephant in 


elephant 


elephant 
wagon 

jorus 
The comedy 
Grand German Orchestral Calliope 
tuned to concert pitch, Prof. Fred 
erick Jewell soloist, drawin by six 
musical horses from Floto’s equine 
college at Denver. 
Contributed by 


with funny clown 


bicycle riders. 


Don F, Smith 


CONSTITUTION 
AND BY-LAWS 


Dover, Ohio, in 
appointed tc 


At the Convention in 
1958, a committee 
re-write the Constitution and By-Law 
of the Circus Historical Society. This 
been done, and the committee has sut 
mitted the following for considera 
Please this 
have any suggestions 

cisms, please send them to Fred Pfening 
Jr., 1075 West Fifth Avenue, Columbu 
8, Ohio. DO NOT send them to the 
Secretary. Do this at 
settled, 

hands as soon as p 
Constitution 
be effective 


was 
has 
your 


carefully; if 
additions, or criti 


tion read you 


once, for we wish 


to get this and the final copy 


into your ssible, sc 


that the and By-Law 


1959. 


new 


may July | 


CONSTITUTION OF THE 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Article | 


The name of the Society shall be 
“Circus Historical Society,’ and the of 
ficial publication shall be ‘’The Band 
published a minimum of six 


eacn year 


wagon 
time: 


Article Il 


The hall be to 
consolidated group of all serious student 
of circus history and/or collectors of 
Circusiana, and material 
petuate the memory of 
all time 

To help the Circus of today and tc 
morrow through frequent public showing 
of various collections; through storie f 
most able writers; through our 
onal contact 

during each 
vicinity 

To pay tribute to 
and showmen of the 
channeling of circus material to 
nent circus display This material 
be comprised of articles large or 
contributed by our members, performers 
circus owners managers, and full 
credit shall be such contributor 
at all 


purpose form on¢ 


serving to per 
the Circus of 


our and 


per: among friends, before 


and show's. stay in our 


the famous show 
past, through the 
perma 
shal 
small 


and 
given 
times 


Article Il 


Membership in the Circu 
Society shall be open to all pe 
character, who have 
eighteen years of 
by a member, and 
circus 


Historical 
sons of 
attained 

are sponsored 
known to be in 


good 
age 
are 


terested in lore. 


Article IV 


Historical 
Vice 


The officers of the Circus 
Society shall consist of a President, 
President, and Secretary-Treasurer 

The President, Vice President, and 
Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected by 
ballot by the entire membership of the 
Circus Historical Society in accordance 
with the By-Laws 

A Director for each division will be 
elected by the members of the respective 
divisions. 
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Article V 


of all members, 
known as the Annual Convention, shall 
be held each year at a time and place 
selected by the President 

The fiscal year shall with the 
first day of May, of any one year, and 
end with the last day of April of the fol 
lowing year 


An annual meeting 


start 


BY-LAWS OF THE 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Article | 


Any person of good character who has 
been admitted to the Circus Historical 
Society shall annual payable 
in advance, on or first of 
May 

Each 
subscription 
Historical Society's 
Bandwagon, or 


pay dues, 


before the 
each year 


member's dues will include the 
year to the Circus 
magazine wT ne 


that portion of 


for one 


the 
the 


year’s subscription, dependent on 


month of membership. 


Article Il 


“The 
monthly. 


Bandwagon’’ is 
The Editor of 
will be selected by the 
the Directors of CHS. 


published bi 
the Bandwagon 


President and 


Article Il 


No member shall 
ship card to obtain courtesies, favors 
or commit any act of discredit to the 
Society or themselves on any Circus lot 


use their member- 


Article IV 


No members shall be guilty of copy- 
ing other members original photographs, 
and, if found guilty of such practice 
shall be expelled from the Society. 


Article V 


will be 
once each 


the Treasurer 
“Bandwagon” 


A report of 
published in the 
year. 


Article VI 


An election Commissioner will be ap 
pointed by the President of the Society 
on July Ist of the year preceding the 
election 


(a) A nomination card will be 
out with the July-August issue of 
“The Bandwagon’ with space for 

each officer. The 

two persons with highest nomina 
tion for each office shall be placed 
on the final voting ballot. Such 
shall be notified at once 
and should 


sent 


nomination of 


persons 
of their nomination, 


they decline, then the next lower 


nomination shall be notified and 
placed on the ballot. No person 
shall run for more than one office 
Nominations to be in the hands of 
the Election Commissioner by Sep 
tember 10th (not Postmark date) 


Ballot cards will be included with 
September-October issue of ‘’The 
Bandwagon’’ and returns must be 
in the office of Election Commis 
sioner not later than November 
10th (not Postmark date) 


Winners and losers are to be noti- 
fied of the results at once by mail, 
and the full printed in 
November-December issue of ‘’The 
Bandwagon.’ 


results 


Letters of slander or incrimination 
during course of election shall 
be cause for removal from ballot 
for the guilty member or members 
Statements of fact would be per 
mitted. 


2023 Seddon Road 
27, Virginia, is 


Johnny Fulghum, 
Richmond interested in 
photos, newspaper ads, circusiana or any 
the Buck Wild West 
1929, Anyone having such ma 


should 


matter on 
Show of 
terial 


Jones 


contact Johnny Fulghum 


UR MINIATURE CIRCUS will be on display at Erie County Savings Bank, 
Main and Niagara Streets., Buffalo, N. Y., entire month of April, 1959. 
Exhibit room will be open daily 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays until 8 p.m. 5 days 
for 4 weeks 


Exhibit consists of 
erie, Big Top, Dining, Horse, Blacksmith, Dressing tents. Open sides to show interior, per- 


16 


formers, animals, freaks, lights in all tents 
tion in Circus History. 20 models of Circus Parade, Camels, Elephants, etc 


1 


2, some V4 and |” scale 


electric V2 


scale models with master switch. Sideshow, Menag- 


16 models of the Progress of Circus Transporta- 


Most all made 


150 lithographs, 6 scrap books on freaks, 18 scrap books on Circus photos, 35 old style 
original freak photos. Many photos from the 80's. 
12 pieces of canvas for fronts of tables 3’x 6’, 12 small folding platforms 6” wide, 12” 
high, 30’ long with canvas front. Hand drawn picture of Sideshow Banner front from 21 old 
original freak photos. First and only one of its kind. It has been appraised to be worth $1,000 


to have one made like it 


worth $10.00 to $300.00 each 


| have made most all models, horses, wagons. 8 horse team on Two Hemispheres wagon 
carved from African mahogany, each has a different turn of the head and step. WILL SELL 
THE WHOLE COLLECTION FOR $2,000 CASH. Reason, not a boy now 


JOSEPH L. TRACY 


March-April, 1959 


55 Royal Ave., BUFFALO 7, N. Y. 


Phone RI 0553 


15 old circus books, 50 old Programs and Route Books. Many items 





Above is a photograph taken a few 
days ago at the Museum of the American 
Circus when Mrs, Judy Graves presented 
the Museum with a collection of colorful 
wardrobes worn by circus aerialists of 
the past. Mrs. Graves, herself a’ former 
show girl and widow of the late Mickey 
Graves, who for many ye 
perty Superintendent of R 
holding a leotard worn by a member 
the Seigrist-Silbon troupe ng an 
tanding feature with the t 
The other person in the photograph i 
Melvin Miller, Jr CHS member and 
chairman of the Museum of the Ameri 
can Circu: 

Recently the Museum of the Americ 
Circus received several other gifts c 
taining much fine old circus materia 
Notable among th was the collectior 
of Rev. Phillip K, Gardner, former CHS 
member of Broken Bow, Nebraska 

Another interesting acquisition i 
collection of photos, mement an 
route books from the Wallett family 
presented to the Museum by Mrs. Flor 
ence Wallett Troutman of Miami, whi 
once appeared with the family troug 


when they toured with the Barnum 
Bailey Show. Also included wa: frame 
lithograph of the Wallett family 

Another collection was presented t 
the Museum by Mrs. Thomas D. Wadle 
ton of Indianapolis which include 
great many photographs, route cards 
colorful July 4th menus from the Barnum 
Show, and scrap book of Mrs. Rome 
Sebastian, mother of Mrs. Wadleton and 
once a featured horsewoman with Bar 
num & Bailey and other shows 


Page 16 


al gave u' 

tion of mement 
bjects from their 
utstanding 

f the W 

view 

Brother 


experience 
mol trainer 
the Commi 


with the Ringlir 


NEW MEMBERS 


Dennis G 

1631 A 

Birmir 
Brusie 


Churct 


Garland B. Potterfield 
Union Building 
Charleston 1, West Virginia 
y Chandler 
R.F.D. 1, Box 19-B 
Corona, California 
Stanley G. Graham 
1021 Harrison Avenue, S. W 
Canton 6, Ohi 
Nelson Buthman 
Campus Way 
Bernardino, California 
Hall 
Orange Drive 
Angeles 36, California 
Charles W. Reynolds 
706 Wagner Street 
Pasadena, California 


AVAILABLE AGAIN! 


Circus Historical Society 
Letterheads and Envelopes 


100 of Each $8.00 


Supply Limited! Order Now! 


Name NOT Imprinted 


Send check to 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 235 


Richmond, Indiana 





SELLS-FLOTO ITEMS 
FOR COLLECTORS 


ute card: ¢ each; old new 
ads, 50 1906 route (Ist 
n rails), $1; six photos, 
25; two press stories of the 
ingling-Floto Feudin’ days, 50¢ 


OLD PROGRAMS 


Beatty, Ringling-Barnum, Cole 
Br King Bros., 101 Ranch Wild 


ROUTES 


Carson and Barnes 1957-1958 
for $1; Beatty 1956-1957-1958 
and many more. 50¢ gets list of 
routes and programs with one free. 


BOB TABER 


3668 Comer Avenue 
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 
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John H. Schlueter 4c Walter G. Martin Robert E. Grover a 
4433 3rd Avenue 2033 South Street 224 S. Blakely 
L Angeles 43, California Alhambra, California Dunmore 12, Pennsylvania 


Robert J. Goldsack c Joseph A. Myers 


1915 Grant Avenue 129 N. Fulton Street 


South Plainfield, New Jersey Auburn, New York REINSTATED 


M.D. ‘Boro N | Virginia Holman Jo James F. Malfatt No 
209 S. Elliott 2145 Shelby Street 49 W. Willow Grove Avenue 
Olney, IIlinoi Indianapolis 3, Indiana Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 


Bars NR Saal : 2 George B. Perkins C. Arthur Thomas No 
Bree Seer 701 Ocean Park Blvd 1002 Adelle Street 
BUONO CGs RONeke anu e" Santa Monica, California Charleston 2, West Virginia 
d D. Croft 
auth Mair 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvan 


Dewey E. S. Kuhns Delavan M. Wentworth No. 
P.O. Box 1707 7556 E, Garvey Avenue 
Charleston, West Virginia South San Gabriel, California 


¢ Scott 
208 Shieist Drive H. Donald Young , Robert J. Green No 


Security Village Leatherwood 2210 S. Outer Drive 
Colorado Springs, C f Clendenin 3, West Virginia Saginaw, Michigan 


Robert B. Clarke lo. 75 Howard W. Leech 0 Francis Lawrence Meeker 
Maple Shade R¢ 2119 Ridge Road 3011 7th Avenue 
Middletown, Connecticut McKeesport, Pennsylvania Troy, New York 


Joseph Pluhacek N 9 William E. Atwater > Donald Marcks 
3301 Hickory P.O. Box 271 525 Oak Street 
Omaha 5, Nebraska Burlington, North Carolina El Cerrito, California 


David L. Gibb 97 John Salata ¢ Ted Bowman 
3436 Ward Street 3004 Monroe Avenue 631 North Marsalis 
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania Cleveland 13, Ohic Dallas 3, Texa: 


Gerald W. Harshman Ernest M. Wright ». 808 W. Fulton White 
822 Aetna Street Oliver Street 1249 Forest Avenue 
Salem, Ohi Middleboro, Massachusetts Portland, Maine 


The Greatest Rags To Riches Story Ever Told In America! 


A TICKET TO THE CIRCUS 


By}|C. P. FOX, author of “Circus TrainsSand|{Circus}|Parades” 


The Story of the incredible Ringlings from humble Wisconsin beginning to world wide 
glory. Over 400 rare and revealing photos, an interesting heart-warming history that only 
"Chappie” Fox could write. Contains preface written by Charlie Ringling’s daughter, a chapter 
by Gus Ringling’s daughter, and a story John Ringling wrote over 40 years ago. A comprehen- 
sive history of the Ringling brothers and their circus, covering every phase — management, 
wagon shows, parade, rolling stock, trains and logistics, in both text and pictures 


a ticket to the Save $1.25 SUPERIOR PUBLISHING COMPANY 


P.O. Box 2190, Seattle 11, Wash. 


Reserve Now 
Please reserve copies of A TICKET TO THE 
a CIRCUS ot $8.75, (after May, 1959, $10.00 


Send no money, ne 
Pay when you STREET 


see the book. 
CITY 
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parakeet busine as one showman 

JETHRO ALMOND fo another, hos establihed a frend 
wi much the same interests. After 

60 Years in Show Business nt visit with Jethro and Mrs, Al 


has said Just as in show 
By J. Paul Rusk busine Jethr mond continues t 
follow the Golden Rule with his Parakeet 


C using He will n ell an imperfect 
Jethro Almond, Circu: 4 will t mper 


A Customers seeking a young bird 
owner Wheeler & Al 


jemand immedi Jelivery | 


his 90th birthday wit But Jethr 


friends at h home 
Albemarle, N. C 


now operter of pa pe min the Fall of 1933, hove talked myst cu of sale o 


ung t 


not tell its sex 


4. recent! lebrated f 
mond, recently celebrate ] 


keet ranch 

1900 wit 

wagon. He won le owne i 
wagon for $4 ] 4 na r he w wa 

borrowed t tit Jethro Almond o,8 
pe prices / Lead 1943 Edition 
chools and churche : nd'y 


] of the 


lides and a steré 
machine. The sec 


Rr ongthee econ ar the » that seoson || IMustrated GUIDE BOOK 


a small tent was pur " e ) r 
: eee to the 


chased. In 1903 the wag 
ons were replaced with a wning, t r Hertzberg Circus Collection 
railroad car Siinsorted (isman ia 

Jethro did well fomacc: Kant at of the 
his traveling magic pi his trour jucate San Antonio Public Library 
tures and vaudeville nt por monkey r A 
1916, he put two unit he road, or nor t r tive part wit A ae ‘ 
under the direction of end nor r 7 A GLOSSY FINISH 
Springer, who remained »v Almor F r ntir 4 t E $1.00 EACH BY MAIL 
until hi death 31 } } r wr { he for sever - 
people in rural towr 
moving pictures under é / rg eee ae end So; Address: 
uch a Western Train Robbery and tt : pat Be hes 
Passion Play ' este Tt aire LEONARD V. FARLEY 

World War | brought or gh ws with ser ide wome MUSEUM LIBRARIAN 
rates and Jethro. ther t ' 
vaudeville and dramatic : u ‘ ended 
close of the 1929 seasor CUS gi Chinatlniigantlemertand: Riss San Antonio 5, Texas 
partnership was formed with A } 
Wheeler under titles, Wheeler utell 
and Wheeler & Almond Hanly CHS who worked for Jerry 
played were principally A igivar t rporatior 
Coastal states through the rolir t k f ind r x =e | 


Virginia, New Jersey and 


into Canada. The Wheeler 1 tk Almor hr the WANTED 
CIRCUS LITHOS 


5 


San Antonio Public Library 

















| will pay reasonable prices 
for lithos from any shows 
before 1945 


Have a few S. F. to trade for 
H. W. One-sheets preferred 


Send list 





KENT GHIRARD 


432 Ena Road 
HONOLULU 15, HAWAII 





Wheeler-Almond Circus, Hightstown, N-. 
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FOR YOUR CIRCUS COLLECTION 


ROUTE BOOKS CIRCUS PROGRAMS COURIERS 612’’x 10” 


Arthur Bros., 1945 Arthur Bros., 1944 00 Adam Forepaugh, 1888 

Beatty-Russell, 1944 Beatty-Russell, 1944 Al G. Barnes, 1916 

Clyde Beatty, 1949 Clyde Beatty, 1945-1947 0 Al G. Barnes, 1922 

Buffalo Bill ye Years ih Clyde Beatty, 1953 ’ Barnum & Bailey, 1913-14-15 
Europe Clyde Beatty, 1956-1957 Barnum & Bailey, 1894 

Dailey: Br 748 Beatty Hamid Morton, 1958 5 Cole-Beatty, 1935 

Hagenbeck-Wa 1¢ Beatty, 1958 = Cole-Beatty, 1936 

B iy that.) Beatty-Hamid-Morton, 1959 5 Ringling-Barnum, 1933 
seit ae ple Barnum & Bailey insert only Golden Bros,, 1923 

King Br« 1947 1917 Ringling Bros., 1912 


King-Cristiani, 1953 
COURIERS 812x111” 


3 Barnum & Bailey Magazine 
Kelly-Miller, 1947-48-49-50 only, 1903 
Al G. Barnes, 1935-36 
Cole Bros 1937 


51-54-55 ea. 1.5 Al G. Barnes, 1933-1934 
Cole Br 1941 43-44-45 Al G. Barnes, 1935-1936 
King Bros., 1954 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 1935 


46-47-49 ea Al G. Barnes, 1938 
Tim McCoy Wild West, 1938 2 Barnes-R.-B. Features, 1938 

Walter L. Main, 1926 
Robbins Bros., 1938 


15 
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Ringling 


N 


Ringling-Barnum, 1936 


Ringling-Barnum, | 


Miller 101 Ranch 00 Cole-Beatty, 1935 
‘ Fi - Cole-Chi. Stadium, 1937 
Cees Cole-N. Y. Hippodrome, 1937 
Tom Mix 0 Cole Bros., 1937 Russell Bros., 1936 
Tom Mix 37 0 Cole Bros, 1938-39-40 ea Ringling-Barnum, 1935-36 
Wik Main Cole Bros., 1941-42-43-44 ea 1937 
Wi Cole Bros., 1945-46-47-48 ea Ringling-Barnum, 1952 
eee = dite Cronin’s, 1944 Sparks, 1922 
Ringling Br 9 Dailey Bros., 1944-45-47 ea Sparks, 1928 
Ringling Br : 00 Dailey Bros., 1948-50 ea 
Rinaling B Forepaugh-Sells, 1902 Yo" Yo" 
oot ile a at : Hagenbeck-Wallace, 1931 COURIERS 1012"x 1412 
se me 32-33 Forepaugh-Sells, 1902 
Ringling Bros., 1902 Hagenbeck-Wallace, 1934 Barnum & Bailey, 1909 
John Robinson, 1924 0 1935 20 Barnum & Bailey, 1910 
Sells-Floto, 192 00 Hagen Bros. folder Barnum & Bailey, 1912-15 
Hunt Bros., 1954-55-58 _ e 0 Tom Mix Circus, 1935 
Kelly-Miller, 1950-1956 Ringling Bros., 1897 
King Bros., 1947-1954 Ringling Br 1913-14 50 
Ringling-Barnum, 1939 7.0 Miller 101 Ranch, 1929 Ringling Bros., 1917-18 50 
Ririgling-Bamum, 1940 0 1930 eC 25 Ringling-Barnum, 1938 00 
Rinaling-Barnum,. 1943.44 : McCoy Wild West, 1938 Barnes-R-B Features, 1938 00 
Ringling:Borrum, 1945-46-47 2:50 . artim Bre c A736 
ingling-Barnu aah ls Bob Morton Circus, 1935 0 : 
Ringling Barnum, 1948-49-50 Ringling: Bros... Insert only For our personal collection we 
51-52-53-55 1910 i 2.00 are anxious to buy the follow- 
Siel erling, 1936-37 2 1 Ringling Bros., Insert only ing Route Books. 
Sello Bros,, 1945 1914 
Ringling Bros., Magazine only Sells & Gray 1900 
1916 ; Sig Sautelle 1912 
CIRCUS BOOKS Ringling-Barnum, 1934-35 a ae 
‘ 193 Norris & Rowe 1903 
Sparks, 1946 36 es 
The Big Top (Life of Bradna) _ 2 Ringling-Barnum, 1937-38 LaTena 1917 
3 - sae, Sette : 1939 ea Robbins Bros 1927 
British Circus Life - Smith Ringling-Barnum, 1940-41-42 ain 
Half Century of Circus Review bie Mae yr Sy 7 Orton Bros 1927 
By Charles E { 2.50 LE at pete tetrad bai Ringling Bros. 1891-1911-13-14-16 
by Charles Bernard Ringling-Barnum, 1947-48-49 inging Ere 
Two-Hemisphere Bandwagon 1950-51-52-53-54-55 Sells-Floto 1912-13-23 
, Book  -- 2 1956-57 ea 0 Pawnee Bill 1906 
R-B Winter Quarters Guide 2 Ringling-Barnum 1959 5 Gentry Bros 1927 
The Other Side of The Circu Robbins Bros., 1938 ot : 5 7-16 
192 > Hagenbeck-Wallace 1911-12-16 
Norwood, 1928 Russell-Pan Pacific, 1945 9119095 
Clown, Emmett Kelly Spangles, 1943 W. L. Main Ma Ie19 22 


Ringling-Barnum Book of Sparks, 1930-1931 ; 0 Campbell Bros 1900-05-11 
Wonderful Color Photos 5 Sparks, 1946 25. Gollmar Bros 1913-22 


Checks and Money Orders acceptable If you have special needs ask us about them 


List #10. Please add 50¢ to all orders to cover packaging and postage costs. 


CIRCUSIANA MART 1075 W. 5th Ave. COLUMBUS 8, OHIO 
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A HISTORY OF THE CIRCUS 
IN AMERICA 


George L. Chindahl 


Americana—$5.00 


279 pages, large 12mo 44 illustrations from photographs 


This book is devoted exclusively to the duct growth { history of the circus 
in the New World. It deals with the arriva vidual performers and troupes in the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada from England, France ain, and Italy, and with the 
entry of American performers and managers in cus profession. The author notes 
the gradual enlargement of the territory ed b which were first confined to 
the Atlantic seaboard. Slowly their travels were extended to include the cities, plantations, 
and river landing f the South, the towns ar settlements of the Midwest and Far West, 
and some of the cities of Canada and Mexic 

Covering a per almost two centuries, during which the circus overcame many 
»f the prejudices and misconceptions wh 1 pla ¢ years, the book recounts 
the small beginnings of the circus and the me e and traces their development and 
eventual merger. It describes the effects he War, the adoption of the railroad by 
some showmen ea f transportati é f horse-drawn wagons, the origin of 
the small railr n ich wa uee ( three railroad cars, the develop- 
ment of the ’ V " e pr his family did practically all the 
manual la is we ) pe r 1e g, th e and decline of the Wild West 
show and Jog and p yw, and the Y he wild animal performance 

The narrative tells of the golden f the circus, wh arrived about 1910; of the 
comple JanNdGonment S ir ag ind ft uD L of motor trucks; of 
the use u 
animal pc ay: p th ecline he r 8] rcus because of the rising 
costs r ation f the ind c 1S d by the Shrine circus; 
and of the a e type of circ C ze | ks in place of tents and 
buildings 

The numer "7 tly n photog i | onal details. There 
is a list of 1,100 Cusé an tatec jraphy, and an index 


Your dealer will supply tk t en stpaid 
your order and remittance 


40-page catalog No. 93-CHSB, describing our books for young and old, 
everything from Animal Life to Tall Tales including Gunmen and Sheriffs, 
is yours for the asking. 


CAXTON 
OF C 


CALDWELL, IDAHO 





